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 ALABAMA YOUTH SOCCER

A Division of Alabama Soccer Association

4678 Valleydale #200, Birmingham, Alabama 35242 Office (205) 991-9779 .FAX (205) 991-3736 

e-mail: lynn@alabamayouthsoccer.org
Goal: For Alabama and Tennessee ODP players to experience the culture and life of an elite Argentina  youth soccer player within a professional club’s academy system.  The goal is for the players to “become” an Argentine player for a week.  The Alabama players would train and ideally play with the Argentine teams.  As much as possible, we want the Alabama players to experience the culture.  

Estudiantes de la Plata is one of the best clubs in Argentina for their youth academy development system.    

Cost: $775  – all inclusive except for some minimal miscellaneous items during sightseeing excursions.  Includes airfare from either BHM or ATL depending on prices (probably ATL) – PRICE CHANGE COULD BE AN ADDITIONAL $1000 DUE TO FLIGHT CHANGES & BUDGET RESTRAINTS
Program: Weeklong training program for Alabama/ Tennessee ODP players to train with the youth teams/ academy of Estudiantes.    
Players: Available to all selected State Team players from AL and TN in the age groups of 1993’s and 1994s. 
Dates:  June 26-July4th   
Programming/ training: What would they do during the week?  



Our players would be fully intergrated into everything the same age Estudiantes players are doing.  They will have the opportunity to see the excitement and passion of a 1st division match between Estudiantes and River Plate.   

 The youth academy is very professionally organized in all aspects and has a large amount of importance placed on it.  


There is a culture of the game and sophistication to their play that is hard to describe.  There is an expectation to represent the club well in all that they do and qualities of discipline and being a part of an organization that expects honor and good representation on all levels.  


Social/ Cultural opportunities:


Could we coordinate an opportunity to see/visit something unique to the area- tourist opportunity?  Will have limited time – but yes.  We will have an opportunity to visit and tour the Boca Juniors stadium and museum- it addition to some short city tours.  
Accommodations:


We will stay in the sporting complex near the training complex in La Plata.  These are private, gated accommodations in a quiet suburb area of La Plata.  
Meals:

Most meals will be with Estudiantes in their academy cafeteria though we will eat some meals out in restaurants. 
Security/ Safety:


The training grounds are private, have security, and is away from the city.   The hotel has 24 hour security and staffing and is in a quiet suburb area.   


 The adult supervision will be completely throughout the trip and is the focus of our attendance.  We do not have any other responsibilities during the trip.  

There are bilingual club personnel to help.  The club has a staff of medical/ athletic training personnel.  

Chaperones:


AL/ TN coaches will accompany the players throughout the trip. 
Discipline:  Breaking rules will not be tolerated as it endangers the individual, possibly others, the image of ODP, the future possibilities of ODP, and the relationships with the club.  Those not following our rules, especially leaving the group, breaking curfew etc, will be sent home (we will take them to the airport and the parents will be responsible for the costs of the trip home and picking the player up at the airport. 
Players are also responsible for the actions of everyone in their hotel room when at the hotel.  If one person breaks a rule, all will be held accountable.  

Players should be acquiring US Passports immediately. 
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