[image: image1.jpg]


 ALABAMA YOUTH SOCCER

A Division of Alabama Soccer Association

4678 Valleydale #200, Birmingham, Alabama 35242 Office (205) 991-9779 .FAX (205) 991-3736 

e-mail: aysa@alabamayouthsoccer.org
2010 Alabama and Tennessee ODP Trip to Guadalajara, Mexico

 June 3rd – 7th  

Cost: $950  – all inclusive except for some minimal miscellaneous items during sightseeing excursions.  Includes airfare from either BHM or ATL depending on prices (probably ATL
Combined State Teams in the 95 and 96 age groups

Alabama and Tennesse ODP will combine State ODP age groups in the respective age divisions to form teams for this trip.  It is possible to have 1,2, or 3 total teams though 2 teams would be the goal (1 in each age division).  The coaching staff will comprise of 1 coach from each state working together for the trip.  Alabama and Tennessee will chaperone the group.  If we have +/- 9 players from each age group commit from the AL, we will have age pure, cross state teams in each age.  If we have more than 10 or less than 5 we will likely have mixed age group teams.  We also have some neighboring states ODP programs offering to fill some slots though I doubt there will be a need. 

Introduction:  This will be Alabama’s 4th year traveling to Guadalajara with this itinerary and this likewise mirrors the Region III ODP Boys trip to Guadalajara over the past few years.  It’s a tremendous opportunity for our players to compete against professional clubs and their youth teams.  We will play against Atlas, Chivas, and Tecos.  The standard will match Regional ODP team standards of play.  The teams will play with a high level of technical skills and tactical sophistication that comes with being a part of professional clubs.  We will also be able to tour pro club facilities, watch a pro match (probably lower division or friendlies because the season should be over), shopping at a Galeria, crafts market, and a brief city tour.  

The major clubs in Mexico all have academy programs across the country that feed their best players into their Fuerzas Basicas teams (their top age group teams) which will be the teams we will play against.  The opportunity to play against professional teams is an incredible opportunity as these players are on the path to professional careers and have been scouted and filtered through tryout processes that have over 10,000 players looking to make these teams.  

2009 Trip to Guadalajara, Mexico

Our 1993 and 1994 Boys ODP players had an opportunity to form combined teams with Tennessee ODP for a tour of matches in Guadalajara, Mexico against 1st division professional clubs, Chivas Guadalajara, Pachuca, and Atlas.  

We arrived on Thursday at the sports complex/ hotel, Primavera.  We had 2 training sessions prior to our first set of Matches on Friday afternoon at Pachuca’s training center in Guadalajara.  Our 94s lost 3-2 and our 93s tied 2-2.  After the match we had a cookout with Pachuca before returning.  Saturday, we traveled to Chivas’ training center.  Our 94s played a combined team of Chivas players and some visiting players from Chivas USA. We won 3-2.  Our 93s played Chivas’ 93s, primarily their reserves, and Chivas won 6-0.  It was a great experience against professional players and experiencing that standard.  After spending some time in a colonial town/ crafts market, we went to a pro match at Jalisco Stadium between Chivas and Tigres.  On the final day of competition we played Atlas 95s and Atlas 93/94.  Our 94s beat Atlas 95s 2-1 and the older group tied 2-2.

2008 Trip to Guadalajara, Mexico May 30th - June 3rd  2008

Friday May 31st  


Alabama 92/93 

v
Chivas 93

0-2 Loss


Saturday June 1st 

Alabama 92/93

v 
Atlas 93 (Chapalita)
2-2 Tie


Sunday June 2nd 



Alabama 92/93 

v 
Tecos 93

0-3 Loss

2007 Trip to Guadalajara, Mexico May 31st – June 4th , 2007
Matches against Fuerzas Basicas (youth academy teams) of the professional clubs of: Chivas, Atlas, and Tecos. 

Results:


Friday June 1st 


Alabama 90 

v
Tecos 90 

2-4 Loss


Alabama 91 

v
Tecos 91

1-4 Loss


Alabama 92

v 
Tecos 92

1-2 Loss


Saturday June 2nd

Alabama 90

v 
Chivas 91 

2-1 Win


Alabama 91 

v 
Chivas 92

2-3 Loss


Alabama 92

v 
Chivas 93

2-1 Win


Sunday June 3rd



Alabama 90 

v 
Chivas 91

2-1 Win


Alabama 91

v 
Atlas 92


0-3 Loss


Alabama 92

v
Atlas 93


1-2 Loss

Host Location:  Primavera Hotel and Sports Club
 
www.CLUB.UDG.MX
A perfect location for the trip.  A gated community with hotel, restaurant, and sports club.  Except when we travel in to play one match in Guadalajara, our matches and training will take place here.   Click on the “ubicacion” tab to see the sports facilities and click on the tab to the right at “primavera” to see the hotel/ restaurant facilities- all in the same gated community.  This is a quiet/ peaceful/ private country club/ sports club/ hotel resort about 15 miles outside of the city in the hills.  The nearest convenience store or any store/ building etc- is 3-4 miles away.  It is a perfect location.  

We will travel by private bus when traveling in Guadalajara.  Michael Balaban is the Mexico tour coordinator and will accompany the group.  Scott Spencer, former Alabama Director of Coaching, and Tom Condone, Tennessee Director of Coaching, will be the lead director/ coordinator and will oversee the group.  We will have a trainer during all matches.  .  

The price is all inclusive minus possibly a lunch on a shopping trip and miscellaneous expenses.  For example, if we are able to add a professional match scrimmage – there may be an entry fee.  These  would be very minimal expenses.  The flight, local travel, matches, lodging, meals, and guides are all included in the price.  

Security/ Safety/ Chaperones: 

The group will be coached and chaperoned by coaches and the directors from TN and AL.  All locations where we play matches will be at the professional training facilities of the clubs- private , gated, secure.  It is a very safe trip contrary to some of the media reports concerning Mexico. 
While there are dangers involved with any trip, this would be no different than any other foreign travel opportunity.  The adult supervision will be completely throughout the trip and is the focus of our attendance.

Any additional security concerns in Guadalajara and Mexico are not applicable to Guadalajara and really the other major cities in Mexico.  The violence as seen in the media is in border towns and, for other areas, it’s as isolated in other areas of the country as much as any violence there may be in parts of the USA.  This will be the 6th trip to Guadalajara on this same tour with teams.    

Discipline:  Breaking rules will not be tolerated as it endangers the individual, possibly others, the image of Alabama ODP, the future possibilities of AL ODP, and the relationships with the pro clubs.  Those not following our rules, especially leaving the group, breaking curfew etc, will be sent home (we will take them to the airport and the parents will be responsible for the costs of the trip home and picking the player up at the airport. 

IMPORTANT FOR THOSE WHO DO NOT ALREADY POSSESS A PASSPORT – YOU NEED TO APPLY IMMEDIATELY AND SHOULD USE THE EXPEDITE OPTION ON THE PASSPORT APPLICATION.  YOU WILL RECEIVE THE PASSPORT WITH ENOUGH TIME, IF YOU APPLY NOW AND CHOOSE THE EXPEDITE SERVICE.  
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