Alabama Youth Soccer Association
Olympic Development Program 2011-2012

Registration for the next cycle of ODP is open!

What is the ODP Program?

This program is offered in every state in the country. It brings together the best players from all the clubs to compete for places on the State’s Team.

Alabama is one of twelve states that make up Region III, and there are four regions in the country.

Each summer the twelve state teams in each age group from Region III, come together at Montevallo University (Girls) and the University of Alabama (Boys) to play each other. The players that represent the states are observed by the Regional and National staff Coaches. They select the best of the players to represent Region III. 

Region III will then play the other regions and conduct international tours.

It is from these regional teams that the National Coaches select players to form the national teams.

Quite simply if you are a good player and you have the desire to play for your national team, or just want to get better, this is where you need to play in addition to your club.

Good players only get better playing with and against better players.

This is not a criticism of our club programs. It is a fact that all our clubs only have so many good players and it is these players that need an extra challenge and the ODP program will do that.

What are the benefits of playing in the ODP Program?

· To enhance your development as an individual player

· Quality instruction from University and Nationally Licensed coaches

· Good competition against better players from clubs in our state and against players from other states

· Exposure to Regional and National Staff Coaches.

What age groups are eligible to play in the ODP Program?

The ODP program follows the calendar year unlike club soccer that has a cut-off date of August 1st each year.

The next cycle of ODP is open to players that were born in the following years:

1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, and 2000 

In addition to the above ages there will be a special district program for the players born in 2001. (Only 2001 no other age group)

Players that are born in 2001 do not have to tryout for the program. All will be accepted into the program. They do not go to competition in region camp. They will have age appropriate technical training to advance their skills. If your son/daughter is a child born in 2001 please register in the appropriate age group.  Registration opens for the ’01 age group on July 1, 2011.
The cost of this program is $150.00. This fee includes the training shirts and the ten technical training sessions.
The regional training centers for the 2001 age group will be as follows.

Region A- Merrimack Park, Huntsville

Region B- Liberty Park, Birmingham

Region C- Boys at the YMCA Fields, Girls at Auburn Thunder Fields

Region D- Founders Park, Fairhope
Dates are yet to be announced.  The sessions will not begin until September and will not necessarily be the same dates as the other age groups.
What is the cost of the ODP Program?

The try-out fee is $65.00.

If selected into the program there is a one-time fee of $150.00 that covers the cost of the ten sessions prior to state and international competition.

When and where are the try-outs?

Unlike last year where we conducted regional try-outs we will be holding central try-outs in Montgomery at the YMCA Fields. Gender and times are as follows.

Boys 

Saturday August 6th at the YMCA Fields in Montgomery

10.00am to 12.30pm for boys born in years 2000, 1999 and 1998

2.00 to 4.30pm for boys born in 1997, 1996 and 1995

Girls 

Sunday August 7th at the YMCA Fields in Montgomery

11.00am to 1.30pm for girls born in years 2000, 1999 and 1998

2.30 to 5.00pm for girls born in 1997, 1996 and 1995

Very important! Please note that you will need to bring a copy of your AYSA player pass to the registration desk at the try-outs. You can get this from your club registrar or team manager. 
How do I register?

Simply go on line to www.alabamayouthsoccer.org and follow the instructions under ODP Program.

How will players be selected?

Quite simply – Ability!

We are looking for skilful players. The most experienced university/college coaches and our best club coaches that are nationally licensed will be evaluating the players.

To legitimize the process, club coaches cannot coach at the same age group in ODP that they coach in club and no coach can select players from within their own club. The perception that evaluators have favorites has no place in this program.

If a player is selected it will be because they deserve it based on their own merit.

To wear the Alabama shirt must be something that has been earned through ability and commitment. Some things in life are worth striving for-this is one of them.

Will there be conflicts with our club?

We are doing our best to eliminate any conflicts.

ODP training and games will take place on blackout dates in the state schedule.

Your clubs cannot play games on these blackout days so there should be no conflicts.

In addition we are providing a complete calendar so that you can plan ahead.

The ODP Calendar 2011-12

August 28th Region A v Region B at Jack Allen Complex, 

Decatur 2.00 to 6.00pm 

Region C v Region D at YMCA Fields, 

Montgomery 2.00 to 6.00pm 

(2 Sessions each Region)

September 11th North v South venue to be determined 1.00 to 6.00pm 

(2 Sessions)

October 9th Team training venue to be determined 1.00 to 6.00pm

(2 Sessions)

November 19th Regional training for 1998’s, 1999’s & 2000’s

2.00 to 6.00pm (2 Sessions) venue TBA

Team training for 1995, 1996 & 1997 age’s, venue TBA, 2.00 to 6.00pm
(2 Sessions)

December 1st -5th International Tour for ages 1995, 1996, 1997, A & B Teams, both boys and girls.

At this time we are looking at Bermuda and Costa Rica as venues for these events. 

Cost of these trips will be in the $1,000 range.

January 28th & 29th Competition for 1998’s 1999’s & 2000’s in Birmingham 
12.00 noon to 5.00pm. (Separate fee of $100 for this event.)

North Texas has agreed to come to this event. We will invite one other state to join us. 

February 19th Regional training 2.00 to 6.00pm in the regional training center 
(2 Sessions)

The 1998 boys and girls will be going to the Bahamas this weekend for competition. 
(Fee TBA)

March 24th & 25th ODP Showcase in Decatur for ages 2000, 1999 & 1998 only 
(Fee TBA)

May 29th through June 1st Mini-Camp at Montevallo University (Fee TBA) 

July ? Region Camp Montevallo-Girls, Tuscaloosa- Boys

           Dates & Fee to be announced

What is the ODP Showcase?

For the eighth consecutive year Alabama will invite other surrounding states to join us in Decatur for a weekend of competition. In addition to competition against other states there will be college exhibition games.

What is mini-camp?

The teams that will go to Region Camp, excluding the 1995’s and including the 2000 age group spends time preparing as teams in this short residency program. It gives the players a good feel for life in Region Camp and what soccer life is like in a university setting.

If I do not play on an AYSA registered team can I still play ODP?

Yes.

If you have an AYSA player pass you will need to bring a copy of this to the tryout registration. However if you are not registered with an AYSA team such as an AYSO team or a high school player you simply need to contact the AYSA office for instructions.

If you play for an affiliated club, but not on an AYSA team such as E.C.N.L. , USSF Development Academy, US Club Pre-Academy or an unaffiliated recreation league, you must have your club registrar register you through the club. You are entitled to request this of your club.

On behalf of AYSA and all the coaches in the ODP program we hope this program appeals to you and look forward to assisting your development and getting more out of the beautiful game of soccer. 
