January 14, 2009

To all team managers/coaches:

Well it is time for another season.  

As some of you are already trying to secure rooms for state cup tournament in May I wanted to give everyone a heads up on the process for making your state cup hotel reservations.

In the past, there have been issues with teams not being able to secure hotel rooms in and around Decatur.  In these last few weeks myself and our tournament director have met with the hotels and the Conventions and Visitors Bureau. From this, we have been able to determine some of the reasons for the inconvenience.  Not only is this an inconvenience for you it is also a terrible inconvenience for them.

Each season teams are making reservations earlier and earlier for state cup.  Below are some of the reasons for all the problems:

Cancellations of reservations just prior to arriving due to various reasons however it keeps other teams who really need the rooms from acquiring them.

Teams book reservations and then did not enter state cup and did not bother to cancel their reservations which means other teams were unable to secure those rooms.

Teams book reservations and then decide to drive back and forth and do not cancel rooms until 72 hours prior to arrival which does not give others the opportunity to use these rooms.

These are just some of the examples of why teams had to stay outside of Decatur.  We would like for everyone to have an opportunity to get what is needed for their teams so we ask each of you to please do not make reservations if your team is not committed to using them.  The schedule is posted way in advance so everyone should be able to figure out if hotel rooms are actually needed for the weekend.

I have attached a copy of the contract that is now required for a team to secure your hotel needs.  Each parent on your team must sign and fax to the CVB.  The team manager does not have to get all parents signatures on one form (form can be downloaded from our website and sent in by each individual) however one form would be easier. Please understand that until each parent has sent their form in your team reservations will be not granted. 

This has now become required due to past issues that have forced this procedure.  The team manager will also now be required to send in a team rooming list (which is also listed on our website for you to download).  Both forms are listed under the tournament tab of our website www.alabamayouthsoccer.org

NO RESERVATIONS FOR THE FINAL FOUR WEEKEND WILL BE ACCEPTED.  FINAL FOUR TEAMS DO NOT HAVE TO SUBMIT RESERVATIONS.  WE HAVE SECURED TWO HOTELS JUST FOR THESE TEAMS.  YOU WILL BE NOTIFIED OF WHICH HOTEL YOU CAN MAKE RESERVATIONS FOR YOUR TEAM AFTER YOU HAVE SECURED A SPOT IN THE TOURNAMENT.

We are anticipating this procedure as a positive way to improve hotel needs for everyone.  We greatly appreciate everyone's cooperation in this process.

Thanks

Lynn Bertovic

State Administrator
